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1. Introduction

Aa | dza ( NI f AfbrQrafit drovideBo$earfileashidgiand careGoodstart Early Learning is
committed to ensuring all children have the learning development and wellbeing outcomes they
need for school and lifésoodstart is committedo embedding the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) within our services and practice.

2SS gSt02YS (KS 2LILR2NIdzyAde G2 O2yiNROdziS (2 (KA3Z
progress in implementing the UNCRC. Australiantnash to be proud of in regards to some of the

gains that have been made in early learning and candwe remain focussed on bringing about an

improved system that delivers high quality early learning and care for all children.

We know that high quality early learning and care is asekeyplerthrough which Australia can and
does meet its obligations under the UNCRM& believe that early learning and cdras the added
benefit of supporting families and the broader communitydarstand the importance of children,
the early years and the need to respect the rights and agency of children for the betterment of
society as a whole. Early childhood educators and early learning and care centresihigjdea
positionand opportunity toinfluence theshapingof communityexpectations and treatment of
children and their rights.

2SS KI @S O2yaARSNBR ! dzA G NI f Al Q& prodet®Nafowiig Ay A Y LI S
comments for your consideration under the relevant Clusters of Ri@titparticular note, we draw
your attention to:

1 the significant gains made in preschool participation enabled under the National
Partnership for Universal Access to Early Childhood Education

1 the uplift in the quality of early learning and care driven as part of the National Quality
Agenda

1 the increased investment in early learning and care as part of the new Child Care Subsidy

1 the innovative practices that are occurring on the ground to ggise and promote the
importance of children and their rights

Goodstart is committed to working collaboratively wih governments, families, practitioners and
the social services sector more broadly to help build a woldds universal early childbd

education and care system that equips children, including vulnerable and disadvantaged children
with the skills they need to succeed in life. \Ake committed to embedding the CRC not only within
our own services and practice but across the sector nbooadly and the communities in which we
live and work. We have strong relationships;tive-ground with a range of support services
connected to children and through these relationships and interactions, we constantly seek to
embed the CRC and promote thgency and voice of children in decisions which impact on them.
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2. Key remarks

We have consideredthe nmH ! YAGSR bl dA2ya /2y O0fdzZRAYy3I hoaSND
progress in implementing the UN CRC and provide the following key remarks foloysideration.

1. Australia has made significant progress in regards to the participation of children in
preschool programs in the year before school. This has largely been achieved through the
National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Eamtudais critical that this
support be maintained in order for Australia to continue to build on this success and embed
the UNCRC in its early learning preschool programs.

2. Australia has an internationally recognised National Quality Framework whidrikkaa an
uplift in the quality of early learning programs and the services which deliver them. It is
imperative that governments at all levels commit ongoing support to this comprehensive
and national approach to quality early learning and care in orgiecliildren and the
broader community to realise the benefits of investment in the early years.

3. The new Child Care Subsidy (CCS) provides an opportunity for children in the year before
school to access a preschool program in a long day care skitiagninimum of 36 hours
per fortnight In line with overwhelming international and domestic evidence on the
importance and benefits of early education, we recommend that this support be extended
first to all 3 year old children, and ultimately to all children.

4. That Australia recognise and support innovative approaches such &Cthm@pproach
O9YKIFIYyOAY3a / KAfRNBYQa hdzid2YySao Fa | 1S& Syl
years and related social services.
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3. Submission
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progress on implementing the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (CRC),
particularly in the early years.

As you are aware, the early yearsaire ONR GA OFf GAYR26 AYy 6KAOK 2@SNJI ¢
RSOSt2LISR yR I OKAfRQa SELISNASYOSa RdzZNAYy3 GKAA
of their life.

Goodstart Early Learning is committed to supporting all children, especiallg experiencing
disadvantage and in vulnerable circumstances participate in and benefit from early learning. We
know that participation in high quality early learning is a strong protective factor and can help
mitigate the impact of negative life experiees.

At Goodstart Early Learning, we provide high quality early learning and care to approximately 70,000
children across our network of 84entres. Weare committed to continually strengthening the

embedding of the UNCRC across our services and in the lived experiences of our children and
FIYAfASaAad 2SS Ay@Saild Ay GKS LINBPFSaaiazylf RS@St 2Ly
agency and voice shapeir pedagogy and relationships.

As requested, we provide the following comments for consideration under the relevant Clusters of
Rights We have also included some specific information regarding holistic models to early childhood
development which haveden proven to be the most effective in ensuring that services are aligned
and families are supported for children to participate in and benefit from early learning.

General Principles

The new child care subsidy (CCS) which commences on 2 July 20ti8pemaess to the subsidy for
all children in a preschool program for a minimum of 36 hours per fortnight. This important step
recognises the vital role high quality preschool programs play in preparing a child for school and
their future succesgConsideable international gidence on the benefits of early learning is also very
strong for children aged 3 years and over and we recommend that Australia extend the preschool
exemption under the new subsidy to all children aged 3 years and over. This witlgpnouch
neededsupport for families to access and participate in early learninghefpreduce the gap
between Australia and its OECD courerts in regards tinvestmentin the early years and access
to early education programs.

We recommend thafusNJ £ A I Q& O2 Yeadyieda&Sioivould de firtke® strengthened
if all childrenwere entitled to a minimum of 36 hours per fortnight of subsidy to participateig
quality centre basee@arlylearningand carein the two years before schaol
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Qvil Rights and Freedoms

We are committed to ensuring that all children and families, have the right to preserve their identity
and nationality. We recognise that these are vital to ensuring #edtild feels safe and valued and is
able to maximise thednefits that flow from participating in high quality early learning and care. We
have recently appointed a Cultural Liaison Officer specifically to assist and support educators ensure
that the early learningorogramming explicitly recognises, values aniélostes the diverse

nationalities and experiences of our children and families. Our Cultural Liaison Officer works closely
with our centres to ensure that they are culturally safe and welcoming spaces for our children and
families which promote sellespect and dignity of the child.

Violence against children

Goodstart opposes any form of violence, particularly towards children and young people. We have
ALISOATAO LINPINI Ya RSaA3IySR i 2halkergbghdBaNiburs SNRdzO I (G 2 NA
have irvested in the professional development of our educators and appropriate resources to

support both our educators and children respond to and support childrendemoonstrate these

behaviours and wéave zero tolerance of any form of violence or unacceptdideiplining of a

child. It is vital that support from Governments maintains access to early learning and care for

children that have experienced family violence.

Family environment and alternative care

We recognise and support the unique and importasierof parents in the promotion of the rights of

the child and respecting their individual skills and capabilities. We are committed to supporting

parents develop their parenting skills so that they have the necessary skills and abilities to always act
NilKS o0Said AyGaSNBadGa 2F GKSANI OKAfR® 2SS KIF@S RSOS
I 2 yy S Odurifcuinfidtiénal Inclusion programhich focuses on recognising the unique and
AYLRNIFYOG NREtS 2F (0KS OKAf RQA Lllconkeyt andl suppprR Tl YA f &
parents in this critical role, particularly for those children and parents experiencing disadvantage or
struggling to always act in the best interest of the child.

In regards to supporting children and families access and benefittfteraupport to which they are

eligible; we have been actively engaging with our families and meeting with theroreoae to

ensure that they are aware of the new Childcare Package and how to best optimise their access to
subsidised early learning and ca¥e have also developed a range of resources such as fact sheets,
dedicated websites, as well as an estimator and session tool to support families make the best
RSOAaAA2Y F2NJ 0KSANI OKAf RQA LI NGAOALNF GAZ2Y Ay SI NI

Disability, basic healtand welfare

Across our centres, we support children with disability and other needs to participate in and benefit
from early learning and care. We have a dedicated Social Inclusion Team which works with our
centres to ensure that services can providasenable adjustments so that children with additional
needs, can participate in mainstream early learning and d&ieecommend increases in

Government investment in the Inclusion Support Program delivered as part of the Jobs for Families
Package and recomend that this investment should be demand driven so all eligible children can
access the support they need to participate like other children.
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We remain concerned about the high level of poverty experienced by Australian children and the
potentiallydetriY Sy G £ A YL} OG0 (GKAA&A KIFa 2y | OKAfRQ&A [ oAfA
early learning and care. At Goodstart, we work closely with a range of seavidesur founding

partnersto ameliorate the negative effects of poverty wherever possible.

Education, leisure and cultural activities

Australia has made significant progress in regards to the patrticipation of children in preschool
programs in the year before schodls mentioned previously, the new child care subsidy will provide
an opportunity for children to access a preschool program through a long day care centre. We are
continuing to advocate for an extension of this support for all children, particularly those aged 3
years and older where evidence is strongest on the benefits of earlyitggand care.

We are encouraged by recent discussions at the national level regarding a personalised approach to
education (including early learning) in recognition that education should challenge, foster and grow

I OKAf RQa OI LI} otkedch dnikd 8 aniqueNd @iy owi goiyit #h théidarning
journey.

We support a chilecentred, nquiry playbased approach to early learning and cdrkere is
significant evidence demonstrating tfenefits of this approach and we are continuingatork with
all levels of government tmfluence the curriculumpolicy approaches and funding leversd
pedagogical approaches to teaching in the early years.

National Partnership AgreementNational Quality Agenda (NQA) and Universal Access to Early
Childhood Education (UA)

We support the internationally recognised and envied National Quality Frameamddh has driven
the continued uplift in quality across early learning programs and across all service types.

We recommend that Australian governmeraisall levels renew their commitment to this important
framework as a key enabler of delivering quality early learning and care and providing a unified and
contemporary approach to preparing children for a successful transition to formal schottiag.
Assessment and Ratings process as part of the NQF is a vital element to providing robust comparable
information for parents and the community about the quality of early learning services.

Wewill continue to work with all governments to ensure that earlyrféag and care is accessible
for all children and that they have an education which recognises the right to rest, leisure, play and
recreational activities.

Goodstart initiativeg EChO and Family Connections

At Goodstart we are committed to ensuring galearning and care is always in the best interest of
the child and our practices, policies and procedures support the CRC.

QX
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to wrap-around support servicesecognising that a range of needs must be satisfied if a child and
family is able to fully realise the benefits of quality early learning and care. At our EChO centres,
families and services have access to rikiciplinary team of professionals whicancprovide iR

service support such as occupational therapy, speech therapy as well as connecting families to
services which are best placed to help them address the particular challenges they may be facing,
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e.g. housing support, financial counselling, pdireg support. Through a dedicated team of
professionals, children and families feel more supported, are better connected and the child and
their interests is explicitly placed at the centre of decisioaking.

All of our EChO centres have also participated in our Family Connections program. The Family
Connections Program is a dedicated professional development program, providing our educators

with enhanced skills to engage with and support families who maydedaarticular challenges

GKAOK AYLI OG 2y GKSANI FoAfAGEe G2 FOG Ay GKSANI OF
SELX AOAGt & NBO23yAaasSa GKS dzyAljdzS FyR AYLERNIIFyYyd N
educators with the necesiry and sophisticated skills to support families understand the importance

of early learning and care, as well as to better understand how the service can support and bolster

GKSY Ay GKS ONARGAOIFt NRtS GKSe slodgrain cdnthue8 i SA NJ OK A
be rolled out across our services. Both families and services report on the positive benefits the

program has in boosting parenting skills, confidence and consciously making decisions in the best

interests of the child. From our expence, the Family Connections program is a practical example of
embedding the CRC in everyday practice.

Concluding remarks

Goodstart remains committed to the CRC and ensuring a high quality early learning and care which
recognises and celebrates thghts of the child. We applaud the work being undertaken by the

hFFAOS 2F (GKS / KAfRNBYQa /2YYAadaA2YSNI AY RNI gAY:
children and we look forward to continuing to work with you as we strive to ensure that all

institutions comply with and embed practices consistent with the CRC.
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