Gigbalisation: The World's Problemns Are Australia’s Problems

‘Like great man and women who have paved a pathway of humanity, the founders of our

sociely and the keepers of its rights, | believe. Martin Luther King had a dream, Nalson

Mandela was imprisoned in the fight against apartheid and Mother Theresa worked to

eliminate poverty and suffering. | look fo these revolutionaries and see a pattern; these
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leaders dared to believe in a better society, a world of improved human rights. They

believed they could accomplish the unachievabie.

While casuaily browsing the internet last year, | stumbled upon something both alarming

and disgusting. | am not completely foreign fo world issues — nor was | then - but it's

2asy to become blasé: paople are siarving in Alfrica, Iragl civilians are killed in a war over

oif, and women are stoned for their ‘defiance’ in Saudi Arabia. So, what's new? It is too

gasy, in our ‘land of plenty’ to switch off the television and make i all disappear. What

discovered were situations involving thousands of children living across the world,

different only to me through circumstance alone,

Slavery is still very much a reality in modern scciety, with almost fifty percent of the

world's cocoa being manufactured as a result of slave labour on the Ivary Coast. Initially

sickened‘, I vowed not 10 eat chocolate, but the call of my tastebuds, beckoning my
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friends Nestle, Cadbury and Lindl, was far too strong and my resclutions did not last. My

My heart opened to Ashok. eight years old, working a twenty-one hour day, making

carpets in a sweatshop in India. | was repulsed by the story of ning year-oid Catalina
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suarez, held captive for eighteen years in a fife of sexual slavery, drugs and beatings. |

fought the urge to throw up on reading Drissa's statement, “When people eat chocolate,

they are eating my flesh”. t shuddered at the storigs of countless cther unnamed children,

kidnapped and retumed withoul organs, unnamed children forced fo fight against their

own governments — not several, but hundreds of thousands.

I could not brush this all aside as just another lof of horror stories, soon to be forgotten,

buried beneath the barrage of celebrily gossip, realily television shows and my own

preblems which now seemed so self-indulgent and insignificant. But what o do? Al

sevanieen, very few people are likely to follow me and take arms against this child

abuse,

It was Edmund Burke, however, eighteenth century politician and writer, who said, "All

that is needed for the tiumph of evil is that good men do nothing”. | realised the only

power | had to change the situation was through my freedom of speech - also taken for

granied. | entered info public speaking competiions and spoke about this same issue. |

had the cpportunity o address hundreds of different people in different positions. | was

able 1o educate them and open their eyes up 1o the same issues of which | had been 5o

ignorant. 1 found that, like me, they had had ‘'some sorl of general idea’ about what was

happening bul had brushad it all aside, and that now, like me, believed all this be wrong.

My observations of Australia are these: though we claim fo live in a multicultural society,

Abariginal iving conditions are still severely lacking; though we have the right lo vola, we

pay more attenlion to the Big Brothervoting than we do the political fulure of our country,
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though we proudiy prociaim Australia’s mullicultural status, the Cronulia riots involved

some 5000 people gathering in anti-Middie Eastern prolest.

Compared to many countries, Australla’s human rights are beyond thelr sightlines,

beyond possibility, beyond hope. We are lucky. The Suffrageties fought for over a

hundred vears for the right to vole. Even now women fight for equal workplace

opportunities. Aborigines fought to keep their children and their lives during the Stolen

Genaration and struggle even now {o regain them. Do we take all this for grented? |

believe so.

The thing | find astounding in contemporary Australian society is the leve! of apathy. The

majority of the population is complacent; happy to sit back and simply lef these social

imustices occur. Australian, Indian, Afghani, Israel, Sudanese, Canadian, Yugoslavian —

in our ever expanding scclety brought ever closer by globalisation, we are not so

different,

The world's issues have hecome Australia’s issues

Thesa people and their plights are no longer on the other side of the world They are in

our homes, on our televisions They are on our kifchen tables, on the front nages of our

newspapers. They are in our cars as we drive home at night, on the radios. Distance is

no longer an excuse = nor is being ‘just one person’.

{ said before that | believe — and | do. | believe, like the great visicnaries of cur time and
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human rights among Australian cilizens is not enough as the inequality will still exist,

brought 1o us by the media. | believe in a ufopia — nof attaining one_as such, because

ihat is not possible. but constantly working 1o achieve something better, working towards

the unattainable. | believe in the power of one person speaking out.
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put an end to world hunger - nor can one person eradicate child exploitation. One

person can spread the word and educate others. One person can make a contribution,

One parson can save one life. One million people can save one million lives. How can

we live comfortably when we know within ourselves what lies beyond the waters that

surround Ausiralia? Globalisation links the world and lays these horrors before our eves,

We simply cannot look away,
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I believe in more. { “All that is needed for the

triumph of evil is that good men
i do nothing.” 4
-Edmund Burkef
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