
Globalisation: The World's Problems Are Australia's Problems

Like great men and women who have paved a pathway of hu_rnanity, _the_foun_de_rs of our

s°ciety_.and_the_ke6gers of its rights, ! believe. Martin Luther King had a dream. Nejson

Mandela was imprisoned in the fight against apartheid and Mother Theresa worked to

eliminate poverty and suffering, I look to these revolutionaries and see a pattern; these

leaders dared to believe in a better society, a world of improved human rights. They

believed they could accomplish the unachievable.
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easy to become blase: people are starving in Africa, Iraqi civilians are killed in a war over

W9QHQ ^L? stoned ?2I .!!??.!!"_ '̂ i?.11?6.' 'n ®^j Arabia. So, what's new? It is too

' .to_ ̂ tch p.0! !h§ !§!§ !̂§I2Q ?od io§!5§ il
discove_re_d__were ^situations involving thousands of children living across the world,

w°[!d!s.cocoa bsj.ns ir.^Oylactured as a result of slave labour on the Ivory Coast. Initially

sickened, I vowed not to eat chocoiate, but the call of my tastebuds, beckoning my

friends Nestle, Cadbury and Lindl was far too strong and my resolutions did riot last. My

M Ĵl6.?.1! _9_P?n_e^ to Ashok, eight years old, working a twenty-one hour day, making

carpets in a sweatshop in India. I was repuised by the story of nine year-old Cataiina
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Suarez, held captive for eighteen years in a life of sexual slavery, drugs and beatings. I

foySbyj}!: ur.9?. t° torow up on reading Drissa's statement, "When people eat chocolate,

they are eating my fiesh". i shuddered at ihe stories of countless other unnamed children,

kidnapped and returned without organs, unnamed children forced to fight against their
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s. Edmund Burke, however, eighteenth century politician and writer, who said, "All

that is needed for the triumph of evi! is that good men do nothing". I realised the only

had to change the situation was through my freedom of speech •- also taken for

granted, I entered into public speaking competitions and spoke about this same issue, i

able to educate them and open their eyes up to the same issues of which i had been so

.191!1? §& ^^^ypting than We do the political future of our country:

Formatted: Font: (Default)
Dotum, 10 pt



though we proudly proclaim Australia's multicultural status, the Cronulia riots inyojved

ng in anti-Middle Eastern protest.

hundred years for the right to vote. Even now women fight for equal workplace

opportunities. Aborigines fought to keep their children and thek Jives during the Stolen

^ §vl±!? now to regain them. Dp_weJ_ake_§!j this for granted? i

The thing I find astounding in contemporary Australian society is the jevei of apathy. The

majority of the population is co m p I a cent;happy to sit b a ok a n d s i rnph ĵet th ese so_c|al

p, Indian, Afghani, Israeli, Sudanese, Canadian, Yugoslavian -

III®-5.6 Pe..9P!̂  §0^. .̂§^ P^'9^s are no longer on the other side of the world They are in

qurjTomes,_qn_ g_ur televisions They are on our kitchen tables, on the front pages of our

newspapers. They are in our cars as we drive home at night, on the radios. Distance is

no longe^sn excuse - nor is being "just one person'.

I said before that i believe - and I do. i beHeve,Jike_the_great visionaries of our time and

mpre. i_be!LeY.e_J!l̂ _^tain'.Qi.Je91l^i i Formatted: Font: (Default)
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Contrary to popular belief, 'just one person' can make a difference. One_persor)mcannot*

put_aj] end to world hunger - nor can one person eradicate child exploitation. One

person can spread the word and educate others. One person can make a contribution.
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"All that is needed for the

triumph of evil is lhal good men

do nothing."'|

-Edmund BurkeH
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