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Application for an Exemption under Section 55 of the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 from the provisions of Section 23 and 24 of the Act by Air South Pty. Ltd. 

(ABN  46 059 597 812) trading as Air South Regional and 

Air South Charter.

Introduction

Air South Pty. Ltd. in its various trading forms is a general aviation charter and airline operator based in Adelaide, South Australia.  Our charter operations can extend to cover any location in the Australian mainland and the airline operation currently services a route between Adelaide and Kingscote on Kangaroo Island.  The airline schedule currently operates up to four return services per day which increases as required to meet seasonal demand.

The present aircraft fleet consists of a variety of medium sized twin engined aircraft with passenger capacities ranging from 4 to 15.

Aircraft:

Beachcraft Baron BE58
-
4 Passengers

Piper Chieftain PA31-350 
–
8 Passengers

Cessna Titan C404

-
9 Passengers

Embraer Bandierante E110 
-
15 Passengers

The airline services are operated by the Cessna Titan aircraft only.

Air South Pty. Ltd. requests an exemption under Section 55 of the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 from the provisions of Sections 23 and 24 of the Act by placing restrictions on the carriage of passengers with specific disabilities on any of our aircraft.

Current Operations

Due to the size of the various aircraft types it is not possible to accommodate any size of wheel chair in the aisles of the aircraft to provide assistance in moving disabled passengers within the aircraft.  The aircraft involved also have very limited facilities to accommodate wheelchairs of any shape or size in the various baggage compartments available. 

Typical floor to ceiling cabin height available in the various aircraft is in the order of  1200 mm and the typical aisle width is in the order of 300 mm.

Due to the extremely confined dimensions of the cabin it is not possible to adopt safe lifting techniques and there is a high risk of injury to both the passenger and those people attempting to assist with their movement.

Civil Aviation Safety Authority Regulations require that disabled passengers are seated clear of any emergency exits.  Therefore, it is usually not possible to seat such a passenger immediately adjacent to the aircraft entry door and some movement within the cabin is required.  None of the aircraft mentioned above carry a Cabin Attendant, so passengers have to be able to evacuate the aircraft with minimum assistance in the event of an emergency situation.

Proposed Restrictions

1. Air South Pty. Ltd. is unable to carry any wheelchair bound or immobile passengers due to the inherent design features of its aircraft.

2. If a mobile passenger is unable to understand and follow safety directions (either written or verbal), is unable to don a life vest, or requires the application of medication in flight, a companion is required to travel with the passenger.  The provision of a companion will enable the provision of total and individual attention to the disabled passenger and also prevent them from hampering other passengers in an emergency situation.

To help with the cost of this requirement Air South Pty. Ltd. will provide the lowest applicable fare applicable to the airline flight, regardless of availability of that fare, for the companion.

3. Infectious Diseases - Air South Pty. Ltd. will not carry a passenger with a prescribed contagious disease unless a notification is provided from a medical doctor stating that the person is fit to fly and poses no danger of infecting the crew or other passengers in the aircraft.

4.
A maximum of one disabled/special needs passenger to be carried on each flight.

5. All Flight Bookings must be made directly with Air South Pty. Ltd. telephone 08 8234 3244 at least 48 hours prior to the proposed departure date.

Restriction Mitigation

Air South Pty. Ltd. has attempted to carry special needs/disabled passengers to the maximum extent possible to the limits of the aircraft design.

The requirement for a travelling companion only applies to situations where safety is, or may be jeopardised, or where the passenger requires assistance to perform certain functions during the flight.

Reporting

As new aircraft types are introduced to the operating fleet, Air South Pty. Ltd. will reduce the requested restrictions as requested from HREOC, depending on the design of the aircraft.

Summary

The above exemptions are requested to provide a safer environment for all those involved, due to:

· Aircraft operational and performance design limitations

· O.H.& S. concerns for the aircraft crew and company ground staff

· The dignity, safety and comfort of disabled passengers

All references to Air South Pty. Ltd. include the trading entities of Air South Charter and Air South Regional.
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