Thank you Commissioner Calma for this opportunity to express my views on religious freedom.

I am a Christian and during my lifetime have lived in a non Christian country for 18years and in Australia for the balance about 42years.  I am so thankful and appreciative for the freedom we enjoy in Australia to express ourselves i.e. positively and negatively, without recrimination.  This is not so in may parts of the world.  Freedom in all its forms that we enjoy in Australia are what attracts me to live here.

Christian religious views and beliefs have contributed to the establishment of the laws that enable this freedom which has encouraged peace in Australia.

Who we are and what we believe will always influence the policies we promote for or against Human Rights.  How can they be separated? Out of the heart of a person comes what they think and believe.  To ask a person to not let their belief influence their decision making is folly and I would say impossible to follow through with. 

Christianity at its core influences and encourages love of self and others. Jesus so loved us that he gave His life to pay the price for our sin, so that we could have eternal life. Jesus said all who believe in Him would not perish but have eternal life.Jn3:16-18  His disciples if they follow Him are called to do likewise – Love others more than themself, ‘Greater love has no man than he gives up his life for another.’  Why would one want to remove Christianities rights?  In my opinion it would be a backward step against Human rights. 

Any law that undermines the rights of people with faith to have an influence in the public arena is against the freedom of speech we so value in this country.  To speak of human rights and propose to deny the basic rights of Christians and other people of faith begs  questioning. 

I appeal to you to ensure above all else that the human rights of ALL Australians are protected. Secular humanists with their anti-Christian agenda and Homosexuals should not have any more influence than any other group. I would rather continue to experience the criticism we Christians live with than to have our rights and the rights of others destroyed.

May God bless and guide you in your decision making as you serve in this place of responsibility.

Maureen Chalmers
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