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SUBMISSION TEMPLATE
The following nine questions are for individual submissions only.
They are designed to provide an overall snapshot of Australian society in relation to religious freedom in Australia as a multicultural and multi religious nation.
Please circle or highlight one response only for each question.

1. The emergence of a multifaith Australia is a welcome historical development.

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree
2. Some faith communities represent a threat to the long term cohesion of the Australian nation.

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree

I believe that extremism or total intolerance of one another is dangerous.
3. Some faith communities represent a physical threat to national security.

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree
Only in the minority of extremists who preach intolerance/hatred.
4. On balance, religious communities contribute to the social capital or social wealth of the Australian nation.

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree
5. The nation state has the responsibility of curbing the activities of religious extremists when they contravene human rights by threatening the safety and/or wellbeing of those of different faiths or beliefs.

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree
6. Consider - equality is a natural human right to be applied in all instances of religious practice.

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree
7. Freedom to express and practice your faith or belief system is generally well-protected in Australian society

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree

Except in the passing of the recent bill in Victoria that effectively discriminates against unborn babies right to life, and doctor’s rights to refuse abortive practices that would result in the death of a baby. I believe we have made conscientious objection on religious grounds illegal in this instance.
8. The Australian Human Rights Commission plays a positive role in protecting freedom of religion and belief in Australia.

Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree

I have serious concerns now. 
9. The outsourcing of government services to religious communities has been a welcome development in Australia.
Strongly Disagree          Disagree           Neither agree nor disagree           Agree           Strongly Agree
2  Religion and the State – the Constitution, roles and 
responsibilities
This is about assessing existing legislative protection of freedom of religion and belief, and its practice and expression in Australia, as expressed in the Constitution. Within this, what are the roles and responsibilities of spiritual and civil societies and do these need to be codified in law?

Section 116 of the Commonwealth of Australian Constitution Act states that: 

The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.

2.1 The Constitution
3. When considering the separation of religion and state, are there any issues that presently concern you?

The recent passing of the bill to legalise abortion in Victoria leaves me with deep concerns about the equal rights of unborn babies and the doctors who choose not to perform abortions due to their religious beliefs. It seems to me that we are quickly contradicting ourselves in our quest for ‘freedom’. For example, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it states:
Article 3: “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.”

Article 5: “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.” 

Yet, it seems that healthy, live babies (heart beating, brain active…), waiting to be born are clearly now not seen as part of the human race. They are legally unprotected from torture and murder if their mother so chooses this action. She is within her legal rights now to choose the assisted murder of her baby (possibly based on belief system that says that human life does not begin at conception), yet the child has no right of protection under the law.  Why have prenatal care if we discriminate that these babies do not count as human lives worthy of rights? 
I believe that the passing of this bill sends the message that the state of Victoria holds the position that unborn babies are void of rights; that discrimination is legal when it suits the moral/religious belief system of those in power and that doctors can be made to perform acts that are contrary to their religious beliefs in this country. Why is a doctor who chooses not to perform or participate in “torture or…cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment” upon a pre-birth baby now considered to be breaking the law? How will this doctor be treated because of his/her decision to practice their belief?
1. Do religious or faith-based groups have undue influence over government and/or does the government have undue influence over religious or faith based groups?

On the issue of abortion: I think Christian or Right-to-life groups’ views are seen increasingly  as out-dated and irrelevant, and fair game for mockery and insult. If, however I speak from a gay, athiestic or ethnic perspective (all of which I support the rights of) - I have instant clout. We can’t promote the rights of one religious or moral belief system over another in our lawmaking. I think people spoke loud and clear on the issue of legalized abortion and yet the outcome seemed pre-determined.
5  The interface of religious, political and cultural aspirations
This area is seeking to research and map the current relationships that exist between religious, political, cultural and indigenous groups and what they seek to achieve. It is about describing the interaction of these groups within contemporary Australian society.

1.
a) How would you describe the interface between religion and politics and cultural aspirations in contemporary Australia?


b)  What issues does this include?

2.
How should government manage tensions that develop between aspirations?

With compassion, wisdom, humility and great listening skills.
3.
How do you perceive gender in faith communities?

An evolving process that hopefully will be resolved in time within the organizations/communities themselves. I don’t think government should interfere with these processes.
4.
Do you believe there is equality of gender in faith communities?

Not in all, no. But there isn’t equality of gender in society yet either.
8.
Is there a role for religious voices, alongside others in the policy debates of the nation?

Absolutely. We all hold a religious position. We either believe in God (or a deity/system of your choice), or we believe that one does not exist. Either way we choose a belief. This affects our moral code and therefore our actions. We’re kidding ourselves if we think that “belief” can be kept out of political decision making. 
1. Should religious organisations (including religious schools, hospitals and other service delivery agencies) exclude people from employment because of their sexuality or their sex and gender identity?

Absolutely not.
2. a) Are there religious groups, practices and beliefs that you think are of concern to Australians?
Any extremism that involves violence or hatred.
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