Dear HREOC,

I welcome the opportunity of expressing my views on Freedom of Religion and Belief in the 21st Century.

I wish to make the following comments:

1. Whilst it is commendable to be concerned about freedom of religion, I have found that the general tone of the discussion paper is predominantly anti-freedom of religion. In particular, it strikes me that the paper is biased against the freedom of the Christian religion and it’s teachings.

2. Specifically, federal and state and territory governments are provoking incitement to religious hatred, and a loss of control and responsibility by legislating against the teachings of Christianity, in particular the duty of Christians to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, which clearly says that all mankind are sinners, need to repent of their sins and to believe in the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. It would be impossible to legally preach the core message of Christianity under the laws proposed by HREOC. Christians would then be forced to break the law whilst following their religion. 
3. A legislated national Charter of Rights would not add to these freedoms of religion and belief since mankind’s rights are given us by God as clearly outlined in the Bible. Therefore, no law or Charter can add to or take away from man’s rights to freedom of religion. Any Charter is therefore superfluous, and merely seeking to usurp the authority of the Bible.
4. There is no religious radicalism and political extremism in Australia apart from the humanistic ideas of antiChristian minor groups such as HREOC whose aim is to replace the cultural and Biblical foundation of Australia with a man centered, conglomerate of multifaith religions which are together opposed to Christianity which clearly states what Jesus said that “I am the way, the Truth and the Life and no one comes to the Father except through Me”. Thus it is in clear opposition to the teachings of Christ to maintain that all religions are equal and valid. Australia is at great risk of moral and societal disintegration as other civilisations before have collapsed when they abandoned Bible based Christianity. 
5. Diverse sexuality is perceived as highly offensive and a gross form of bondage by most faith communities, but in particular by Christianity which clearly teaches that sex before marriage is a sin, as is adultery, homosexuality, beastiality and any other sexual relationships apart from that enjoyed within the protection of heterosexual marriage. 
6. All religious groups, practices and beliefs that are not Christian are of concern to Australians. This would include the major nonChristian faiths, witchcraft, atheism and humanism. As these groups practise beliefs that are antichristian in their outlook, they are clearly of great concern to Australians who have long enjoyed the freedom, prosperity and blessings coming from the fruits of Christianity. Consider the Christian roots of our government, education, science, medicine and technological advances.
7. Since Christianity first came to the Great South Land of the Holy Spirit, Australia has, and continues to, accept members of other beliefs whilst remaining a prosperous, Christ centered society whose laws and customs are based on the Bible. No change in so-called “freedom of religion and belief” is therefore necessary. Rather, an ongoing affirmation of the success of the Christian principles which founded and continue to bring freedom and prosperity to Australia should be promulgated.
David Bernard
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